





Forum for Protection of Public Interest (Pro Public)

Pro Public is a non-profit, non-governmental organisation dedicated to the causes of public interest
activities. It was established in 1991 by a consortium of environmental lawyers, economist, journalists,
engineers and consumers' & women'’s rights activists.

Pro Public identifies areas where public interest has been severely jeopardised, provides zealous
advocacy in support of these issues, and makes concrete efforts to mitigate present and potential
problems in the legal and institutional arena. It also works to enhance public participation in the decision
capabilities of the affected groups. The Forum has been able to establish institutional or membership
linkage with international organisations like Consumers International (Cl) and Environmental Law
Alliance World-wide (E-LAW). It is one of the founder members of South Asia Watch on Trade,
Economics & Environment (SAWTEE).

Pro Public has been working in the area of trade and development since its inceptionin 1991. Under
the separate department, Economic Development and Consumer Justice, it has been actively involved
in research, policy advocacy, capacity building and sensitisation programme on the issues of WTO,
global IPR regime in agriculture sector, trade and poverty linkage, food security etc, In this context, it
has made a number of publications such as Privatisation: Expectation and Reality (2000); Food
Security in the Global Age: South Asian Dilemma (2001); Impact of Liberalisation on Agriculture:
Livelihood of Farming Community in Nepal (2004); International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources
for Food and Agriculture: Prospects and Challenges for Nepal (2006); Access to and Use of Biological
Resources by Dabur Nepal Ltd. in Nepal: A Case Study (2007);Intellectual Property Rights in
Agriculture: Legal Mechanisms to Protect Farmers Rights in Nepal (2008). Also, ithas been organising
interaction programme such as national workshops, regional workshops, policy interactions; and
conducting capacity building programme such as media workshops on above mentioned themes.

This book is the outcome of the project 'Linkage between Trade, Development and Poverty Reduction’,
which is being implemented in Nepal by Pro Public in collaboration with Consumer Unity Trust -
Centre for International Trade, Economics and Environment (CUTS-CITEE), India. Under this project
since 2005, Pro Public has been involved in various activities (such as publishing book, campaign
tools; organising national policy dialogues, media workshops; and participating in media campaign
through article writing in the various national dailies, weeklies and fortnightlies) to strengthen its
advocacy in mainstreaming development issues vis-a-vis poverty, unemployment, food securityin
the national trade policy.

Contact Address:

Forum for Protection of Public Interest (Pro Public)
Gautambuddha Marg, Anamnagar

P.O. Box; 14307

Kathmandu, Nepal

Tel: 977-1-4268681 Fax: 977-1-4268022

Email: propublic@wlink.com.np

Web: www.propublic.org

S50y,

&

\

2/ PRO PUBLIC





