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A. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Forum for Protection of Public Interest (Pro Public), in association with South Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and Environment (SAWTEE) and Society of Economic Journalists – Nepal (SEJON), organized a day and a half long media workshop on Doha Development Agenda and Nepal’s Concern on July 18 and 19, 2008 in Kathmandu (See annex 1 for programme schedule). 
The objective of the programme was to make economic journalists aware on Doha Development Agenda (DDA), its major issues, status of negotiations on those issues of WTO and to identify issues of people's interest for reporting. 
A total of 35 economic journalists from Nepal's leading national print and electronic media based in Kathmandu attended the workshop (See annex 2 for list of participants). Mr Prakash Ghimire, programme officer of Pro Public, facilitated the programme through which three papers were presented. 

On the first day, Executive Member of SEJON Mr Gokarna Awasthi, who has been among the persistent followers of WTO issues, made a presentation on "Nepali Journalists and WTO reporting." Mr Awasthi's presentation explained to the participating journalists about WTO in the way Journalists understand the best, news that have been featuring in the Nepalese media on WTO, ongoing negotiations at the global level and Nepal's concerns. 
Likewise, Mr Ratnakar Adhikari, president of SAWTEE presented a paper on "An Update on Doha Round Negotiation of WTO" on the second day of the workshop. Mr Adhikari's paper highlighted the ongoing negotiations on DDA, issues that have remained bone of contention and the position of key negotiators on those issues. He also explained to the journalists the impact of success or failure of the negotiations to the countries like Nepal.

Commerce Secretary Mr Purushottam Ojha made presentations on the theme paper "DDA and Nepal's Concern" on the later part of the workshop, which among others apprised the journalists about Nepal's stance on various issues that were being negotiated in Geneva. He explained to the participants the rational behind adopting such a stance, enabling them under in a simplest way the way Nepal wish to manage globalization and deliver its impact to the people of all walks of life.
Active discussions were held throughout the workshop, with journalists seeking explanations from the experts and also expressing their point of view on different issues. At the end of the workshop, the journalists identified the gaps in WTO reporting, enumerated issues they thought needed persistent coverage and push on and also the way they could link the global negotiations and possible outcomes with the people's livelihood and rights, among others. 
B. PRECEDINGS
DAY 1
The workshop began with an evening session, in which Mr Prakash Ghimire of Pro Public highlighted the objectives of the Workshop. 

According to Mr Ghimire, the objectives of the programme were:

· to make economic journalists aware on Doha Development Agenda (DDA) and its major components,

· To apprise journalists about the status of negotiations on different components of DDA,

· To know the positions of key negotiating countries on those components,

· To understand Nepal's position and concerns to those components and DDA as a whole, and

· To identify the issues for reporting for the journalists. 

President of SEJON Mr Kiran Nepal highlighted the situation of media growth in Nepal and the way journalists have been covering various political, social and economic issues. 
While stating that economic journalism in the country has become more specialized, with areas like WTO demanding a high-level technical knowledge on the part of journalists, Mr Nepal said the workshop was an initiative of Pro Public, SAWTEE and SEJON to enhance media persons' knowledge on WTO.
Warm up Session

Nepali Journalists and WTO reporting
Mr Gokarna Awasthi, who is also executive member of SEJON, presented a paper on "Nepali Journalists and WTO Reporting". The paper accounted his personal experiences and difficulties he faced in the initial days to understand WTO issues and present its highly technical details in the simplest possible way so that general people could understand it easily. 

"WTO has always remained a dry and boring area for journalists because of the technicalities and specialization needed to understand it," said he. However, in Nepal, the issue caught attention in 2002, when Nepal started final negotiation to its accession on the WTO. 

He informed the participants that WTO is a rule based trading system, through which its principle of 'most favoured nation', 'national treatment', 'market access' and 'transparency' seeks to enforce the same rules of trading for all the members. "It is an improved form of General Agreements on Trade and Tariffs (GATT) and has 152 countries as its member," said Mr Awasthi.

Mr Awasthi elaborated that Nepal had attempted to become a member of WTO, when it was in the form of GATT in 1989, but the attempt had failed amid political tension and strained bilateral relation with India. Nepal has been an 'observer member' of WTO from 1995. It submitted detailed documents on trade in 1998 to become its full membership, which finally materialized in Cancun Ministerial of WTO, after going through six rounds of intense official and numerous unofficial meetings of the working party. 
He also highlighted the problems Nepal faced in ratifying the WTO due to the absence of parliament then. "The government had to change the International Treaty Act to ratify it, following which Nepal officially became member of WTO on April 23, 2004," said he.
He informed the participants about Nepal's binding tariff for agricultural and industrial goods, commitments Nepal made for opening the service sector and formulate law related to intellectual property rights (by 2013).

"Going by the commitment, Nepal was required to formulate 10 new laws, amend 25 existing laws, ratify three international conventions and establish two information centers," said Mr Awasthi. However, so far, Nepal has formulated only 4 new laws, amended eight existing laws and established both the committed information centers, said he.

"This very gap seen in compliance can be a major area of focus for journalists. Being a sensitive issue, which imparts a long-term impact on country's trade and image in the global market, a number of news and stories can be developed on it," said Mr Awasthi.
Moreover, Mr Awasthi highlighted that the main aim of the country behind joining the WTO was to find new markets, expand trade, reduce its trade dependency on India and give boost to trade development and diversification. The ultimate expected impact was industrial growth, wealth and employment creation and give impetus to higher economic growth.

However, data shows that Nepal's trade deficit rose to Rs 130 billion in 2006/07 compared to Rs 82 billion of 2003/04, share of trade with India went up to 68 percent from 57 percent and Nepal's industries are still weak and vulnerable and failing to enjoy the anticipated level of market access.
"This shows Nepal has failed to take advantage of the enhanced market access. Why did that happen? The journalists can dig out the facts. Compilations of weaknesses, highlighting the prospect with specific news angles will make very good stories," Mr Awasthi stated.

Mr Awasthi further explained the participating journalists about DDA and highlighted its importance. "It is very important because DDA is all about making the global trading regime fairer and more favourable to weaker and smaller economies. That's why we need to have more interest on it and keep on writing about it," he added.  
Mr Awasthi stated that opening the 'movement of natural persons' and receiving more meaningful 'aid for trade' for building trade related infrastructure and supply-side capacity were two major areas of focus for Nepal. "As a journalist, I think we should consistently push for those issues and inform their importance to commoners as well," said he.
Referring to Hong Kong Ministerial, in which the US committed to provide duty-free market access to LDCs on 97 percent of its tariff lines, Mr Awasthi said Nepal should give due attention to ensure that products of its export interest are not excluded from the facility. "We must make the government aware and compel it to act strongly for securing the facility," said he, highlighting the issue as one of the important areas for journalists to focus on.

He also highlighted 'negotiation capacity of officials', 'competitive capacity of domestic industries', 'benefits consumers got from WTO', 'challenges industries faced from WTO', 'contribution WTO made (did not make) in trade growth, income generation and poverty reduction' and 'issue of compliance', among others, as other major issues for the journalists to focus on.

During the discussions on the paper, Mr Sudeep Shrestha of Kantipur Daily stressed on the need to give human face to the WTO news. "Trade, income and livelihood are areas of people's major concerns. But general people do not understand technical jargons. We must place people in the center of the news if we are to enable them understand the issues," said he.

Mr Diwakar Pant of Kantipur Television asked questions on complications of complying with and impact of non-compliance on TRIPS. Other participants asked questions on dispute settlement mechanism in WTO and Nepal's affordability to take its recourse. 

Mr Ratnakar Adhikari, President of SAWTEE answered their queries. Mr Prakash Ghimire of Pro Public Wrapped up the session and thanked all for their active participation.

DAY II

Inaugural Session

The second day of the workshop began with inaugural session. 
Chairman: 
Dr Shree Krishna Shrestha, President, Pro Public
Chief Guest:
Purushottam Ojha, Secretary, Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Supplies

Speaker:
Kiran Nepal, President, SEJON
Mr Kiran Nepal, President of SEJON welcomed the participants and guests to the workshop. While highlighting the objectives of the workshop, he refreshed the participants of the previous day's activities.

Chief Guest, Commerce Secretary Purushottam Ojha inaugurated the workshop. Addressing the function, Mr Ojha said that Nepal has still not tapped the potential of the global market access and hence, failed realize export growth to the desired extent. 
Referring to decline in exports of major commodities, he said the country was losing markets of major commodities such as readymade garment and carpet. He noted that erosion of preferences in India, the largest trading partner of the country, was affecting Nepal's exports and the country could lose out further in the international trade given the liberalization wave and recent shift in policy in India.

"We are still trading with India in a traditional way. This has to change if we are to survive in the open regime, which has subjected our goods to an intense competition," said Mr Ojha.

He laid emphasis on the need to build the supply-side capacity. "We have to identify and develop new products, build supply chain and exercise the rights of unhindered market access, which has been guaranteed by the WTO, bilateral and regional agreements we have agreed upon," said he.
Citing that trade has a cross-cutting nature, he stressed on the need to mainstream trade in country's poverty reduction agenda. "There is a need to integrate trade in the economic process and integrate all the sectors in a holistic way," said he.

Mr Ojha noted that the problem and challenges of Nepal on trade is exacerbated by the fact that Nepal is a landlocked least developed country, and its cost of doing business is high. He said the government and the private should work together to mitigate the challenges and give impetus to the country's overseas trade.

In his remarks, Dr Shree Krishna Shrestha told that difference in interests among the key players of the WTO has weakened the multilateral trade regime. "While DDA was endorsed to address the concerns of developing and LDC members, the agenda itself has remained overshadowed by this difference in interests," he said. 

He also stressed on the need to build domestic capacity to tap trade and development potentials and fight challenges emanating from international trading regime. He highlighted the importance of four factor concept, which argues for the use of half the resources to achieve the double outcome, and stressed on the need to increase productivity through application of tacit knowledge.
Technical Session
Inaugural session was followed by a technical session. In the first half of the session, Mr Ratnakar Adhikari, president of SAWTEE presented a paper on "An Update on Doha Round Negotiation of WTO" and Mr Purushottam Ojha, Secretary, Ministry of Industries, Commerce and Supplies, made presentation on "DDA and Nepal's Concern". 
Presentation 1: An Update on Doha Round Negotiation of WTO
Mr Ratnakar Adhikari, started his presentation informing the participants that WTO has adopted 18 different issues to be settled in the round, known as Doha Development Round, in a bid to make trade fairer and enable developing countries tap trade potentials for poverty reduction and achieving development goals. 
"However, elimination of subsidies in agriculture by the developed countries (under agricultural negotiations) and reduction of tariffs on industrial goods by developing countries (under non-agricultural market access - NAMA) have remained to major bone of contention. Failure in ironing out differences on these two issues has delayed finalization of the round," said Mr Adhikari.

In order to settle key issues, WTO in 2004 floated July Package under which it agreed to settle NAMA and agriculture issues first. After the failure of Cancun Ministerial, he noted the developed country members made extra-DDA pledged for developing countries like 'Aid for Trade' "Special and Differential Treatment for LDCs' and open negotiations on trade remedy measures and regional trading arrangements, among others.

"However, differences persisted on NAMA and agriculture. Even as the members were required to finalize DDA by 2004, they have not still attained breakthrough on these issues," said Mr Adhikari. 

Referring to the upcoming meeting of ministers from key negotiating countries in Geneva, he said it was the outcome of the urgency the members showed in the pretext of changing administration and political situation in key negotiating members. He said the members were still divided on the key issues for the scheduled mini-ministerial though.

Mr Adhikari highlighting the proposed modalities on agriculture said that negotiators have presently worked out a tiered formula for the reduction of Overall Trade-distorting Domestic Support (OTDS) in 5 to 6 years. Under it, he said, members pledging agricultural subsidies in excess of US$ 60 billion have been proposed to cut subsidies by 75-85 percent. Those providing subsidies in a range of US$ 10-60 billion have been proposed to reduce it by 60-73 percent, and others extending subsidies of less than US$ 10 billion have been proposed to cut it by 50-60percent. "Tiered formula has been worked out for market access with deeper cuts in higher tariffs," said he.

Likewise, he said that WTO, under the NAMA modalities, has proposed higher cuts in tariffs by developed country members and milder cut in tariffs than past proposal by the developing country members. "Substantial increase in binding coverage (up to 90 percent) has also been proposed for the countries that have so far bind minimal items in the global trading regime," said Mr Adhikari. Also LDCs are not required to reduce tariffs, but they should increase binding coverage, he added. 

Under the service sector, Mr Adhikari said signaling conference could be organized soon. "Likewise, the task force on Aid for Trade has already submitted its report, completing regional and global reviews," he added.
In case IPR, he informed the participants that on 26 May 2008, Brazil, EU, India and Switzerland have submitted a joint modality draft, which seeks inclusion of disclosure requirement in TRIPS and creation and maintenance of a multilateral register for geographical indication on wines and spirits.

Mr Adhikari also illustrated in a chart the how the key negotiating WTO countries are divided on or formed coalition on major issues.
In his closing statement, Mr Adhikari stated that the WTO members must take DDA to a logical end if they are to move the global trade in a fair direction and carry on with the regime for years to come. "If it failed not only the developed countries lose, but also the developing countries working hard for global integration would lose," said he.

The presentation was well received by the participating journalists. As they thanked Mr Adhikari for informing them on the latest status of DDA, they also asked various questions to him about the political dimension of the global trading regime. 
A short break was taken after Mr Adhikari's presentation, after which presentation on "DDA and Nepal's Concern" was made. 
Presentation 2: Doha Deveopment Agenda and Nepal's Concern, 
Mr Purushottam Ojha made a presentation: "DDA and Nepal's concern". While presenting the paper, Mr Ojha informed the participants that Economic Blockade that India imposed against Nepal in 1989 was an eye opener for Nepal in realizing that it must look to secure its transit rights and also explore out an alternate transit by becoming a member of international organizations. Following this insight, Nepal attempted to gain GATT membership immediately, but could not due to geo-political reasons.

But eventually Nepal moved ahead with the working party negotiation in 1998 and become the first LDC to member WTO by virtue of accession. "The membership has provided Nepal a seat at WTO negotiations, and the opportunity to negotiate issues of interest to the country," said Ojha. 

In his presentation Ojha highlighted DDA a major achievement of developing countries. "Unfortunately, the implementation of DDA has remained very slow, and thus the developing countries are feeling that developed countries are not committed to the Doha Round and the development agenda remains to be mere lip service," he stated.

As for Nepal's concerns in WTO, Ojha said it was important to revive WTO negotiations, as developed countries are pushing developing countries for bilateral agreements with WTO plus commitments. "These bilateral arrangements reduce the policy space created by the WTO and undermine the multilateral trading system."

He stated that it was important for Nepal to understand the negotiation issues under the WTO and establish a negotiation position that recognizes Nepal’s LDC status and strengthens Nepal’s development goals. 

Mr Ojha underscored that major negotiation issues of Nepal’s interest under DDA are:

· Agriculture 

· Non-agriculture Market Access (NAMA)

· Services 

· Trade Facilitation

· Special & Differential Treatment (S&DT)

· Duty Free Market Access to LDCs products

· Aid for Trade (Trade Related Technical Assistance) 

Mr Ojha noted that agriculture was the mainstay of Nepalese economy and it is directly related to food security and livelihood issues for Nepal. "Nepal's focus, hence, is to actively participate in WTO agriculture negotiations to ensure LDCs interests are taken into account and special and differential treatment is granted."

As LDCs including Nepal is not required to make commitments regarding market access in the present round, Nepal's interest in the negotiation is to identify market access barriers (both tariff and non-tariff barriers) it faces on its agro-exports in the international market, and then negotiate to reduce or remove these barriers, he added.  
On the agenda of removal of agriculture subsidies in developed countries, which is presumed to benefit poor countries, Mr Ojha cautioned that the removal of subsidies, which will lead to an increase in world food prices, could also leave a negative impact on net food importing countries like Nepal.

"Hence, for net food-importing countries like Nepal, our position is to take a more defensive approach advocating additional levels of support and protection for developing countries, while also seeking reduction in subsidies and protection in industrialized countries," he stated. 
On NAMA, Mr Ojha said Nepal will not need to take additional commitments, as it has already bound 99.3 percent of tariff lines at the time of accession to the WTO. 

"Thus, Nepal's interest on NAMA negotiation lies in market access for manufacturing products to both developed and developing countries. In this regard, Duty Free Quota Free (DFQF) market access for LDC products in developed and countries is important for Nepal," said he.
On Services negotiation, Mr Ojha said Nepal's interest was to seek liberalization of Mode 4 services, especially for unskilled and less-skilled workers. 

"Likewise, Trade Facilitation issues are very much crucial for Nepal to achieve competitiveness. As LDCs need capacity enhancement measures in order to fulfill their obligations, Nepal is strongly advocating for more meaningful technical assistance on this front," said Mr Ojha.

Seeking special and differential treatment for LDCs, measures on relegating the possible negative effects of the Agreement on Agriculture on LDCs and net food importing countries (like food aid and technical and financial assistance), and acquiring more meaningful Aid for Trade were other major concerns of Nepal.

On the internal front, Mr Ojha said Nepal's focus was towards promoting a planned development of potential industries, more investment on agricultural and herbs processing industries and extending of subsidy to farmers. "Of course, we don't have enough fund to provide subsidy to farmers at present, but we have to make our policies more favourable to the farmers," said he.
Mr Ojha also highlighted on the importance of connectivity and the need to develop economic infrastructure to support trade and mainstream it to poverty reduction agenda.
Final Session

On the final part of the workshop, the participating journalists discussed on various issues they felt worth writing and should be pushed for national interest.
The major issues they identified during the course are presented below:
· Status of compliance with WTO requirements.
· Negotiation capacity of the officials and the necessity to enhance their capacity
· Issues related to testing laboratories, standard and accreditation
· Intellectual property rights and Nepalese agriculture sector
· Export diversification

· WTO's impact on country's trade (trend analysis and cross-checking if the much-expected outcomes were achieved)

· DDA negotiations (How will the failure/success of negotiations impact Nepal)

· Investment attractions

· Is trade related with poverty reduction?

· May be the country needs a separate Trade Ministry

The Workshop concluded with vote of thanks from Mr Kiran Nepal, President of SEJON.
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Doha Development Agenda and Nepal's Concern

July 18-19, 2008

Venue: Park Village, Budhanilakantha, Kathmandu
Organized by Pro-Public, SAWTEE, SEJON

July 18, 2008

5:00pm-6:30pm
      
Nepali Journalists and WTO Reporting
Mr Gokarna Awasthi, Economic Journalist

July 19, 2008

Inaugural Session    

8:30am-8:45am


Welcome Speech: Mr Kiran Nepal, President, SEJON

8:45am-9:00am


Inaugural Speech: Mr Purushottam Ojha, Secretary, MOICS
9:00am-9:15am
Thanks and Closing the Session, Dr Shree Krishna Shrestha, President, Pro Public

9:15am-9:30am

Break
Technical Session

9:30am-10:15am

An update on Doha Round Negotiation of WTO
Mr Ratnakar Adhikari, President, SAWTEE
10:15am-11:00am
Doha Development Agenda and Nepal's Concern
Mr Purushottam Ojha, Secretary, Ministry of Industries, Commerce and Supplies
11:00am-11:15am

Break
11:15am-1:15pm

Discussion
1:15pm-2:15pm

Lunch

2:15pm-3:15pm

Issue identification for further reporting and discussion





Moderator: Mr Kiran Nepal, President, SEJON 
Wrap up and Thanks

Kiran Nepal, President, SEJON
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List of Participants
	S.N.
	Name
	Organization

	1.
	Bhagawan Khadka
	Naya Patrika Daily

	2. 
	Krishna Regmi
	The Kathmandu Post

	3.
	Gokarna Awasthi
	Artha Ko Artha 

	4. 
	Sanjay Neupane
	SEJON

	5.
	Madhu Sudan Poudyal
	Anna Purna Post

	6. 
	Achyut Poudel
	Avenues Television

	7.
	Dewakar Panta
	Kantipur Television

	8.
	Bigyan Adhikari
	Himalaya Times

	9.
	Keshav Sharan Lamichhane
	Samay Weekly

	10.
	Kamala Thapa
	Nepal FM

	11.
	Krishna Bista
	Economic Post Monthly

	12.
	Sudeep Shrestha
	Kantipur Daily

	13.
	Milan Mani Sharma
	The Kathmandu Post

	14.
	Sharad  Bhandari
	National News Agency

	15
	Sandeep Gautam
	New Business Age

	16.
	Om Thapa
	Gorakha Patra Daily

	17.
	Mani Lohani
	Metro FM

	18.
	Mukul Humagain
	Nepal Weekly Magazine

	19.
	Bal Krishna Gnawali
	SEJON

	20.
	Shubash Neupane
	Rajdhani Daily

	21.
	Kiran Nepal
	SEJON

	22.
	Bhupendra Khadka
	Business Plus

	23.
	Padam Neupane
	Gorkha FM

	24.
	Sanjeeb Adhikari
	Radio Sagarmatha

	25.
	Prabhakar Ghimire
	Kantipur Daily

	26
	Baburam Khadka
	Nepal Samachar Patra

	27.
	Narayan Sapkota
	Image Channel

	28
	Ram Chandra Bhatta
	Nepal Samachar Patra

	29.
	Lila Nath Ghimire
	Kantipur Daily

	30.
	Purushottam Ojha
	MOICS

	31.
	Ratnakar Adhikari
	SAWTEE

	32.
	Dr Shree Krishna Shrestha
	Pro Public

	33.
	Prakash Ghimire
	Pro Public

	34
	Jhabindra Adhikari
	Pro Public

	35
	Ashankan Malla
	Pro Public
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