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A.
Opening Session

A daylong Regional Media Workshop on "Trade and Poverty: Where is the Linkage?" was held in Nepalgunj on 23 February 2007. Forum for Protection of Public Interest (Pro Public) in association with South Asia Watch on Trade, Economics & Environment (SAWTEE) and Society of Economic Journalists of Nepal (SEJON) organised the workshop. Fifty seven journalists of mid-western and far-western development region, including those from remote districts of Kalikot and Pyuthan attended the workshop (See Annex 1 for the list of participants). 
The opening session started with the introduction of the participants. Puspa Sharma, Senior Programme Officer of Pro Public welcomed the participants and 
said that the organisers were glad to hold such a workshop, which was the first of its kind being held in the region. He highlighted the objectives of the workshop, which among others, were as follows:

i) To build the capacity of journalists in understanding the importance of trade and its contribution in poverty reduction.

ii) To impart awareness on the major trade related issues of Nepal.

iii) To build the capacity of journalists in linking trade related issues with national agenda of poverty reduction.

iv) To enable journalists generate news/reports which can make substantial contribution in devising policies that protect the interests of domestic industries, farmers and consumers, and create employment and income generation opportunities.

Bijaya Ghimire, President of SEJON highlighted the importance of the workshop in building general understanding of district based journalists on trade related issues, who otherwise have to cover a wider array of news on political, social and economic issues. He also shed light on the contribution that economic journalism makes in addressing social ailments and strengthening the political system of the country.

B.
Business Session
Dr Shiva Sharma, General Secretary of National Labour Academy, Nepal and Mr Bijaya Ghimire, President of SEJON were the resource persons for the workshop. 

Dr Sharma presented two separate papers on "Agro Trade and Poverty Reduction in Nepal" and "Manufacturing and Poverty Reduction in Nepal" during the first half of the business session of the workshop.

Session I: Agriculture Trade and Poverty Reduction in Nepal
In the first session of the workshop, Dr Sharma gave general information on the situation and distribution of poverty in Nepal, the importance of agriculture in the Nepalese economy and the contribution of agro-trade in poverty reduction. 

Even though poverty in Nepal went down to 31 percent from 42 percent over the past one decade, Dr Sharma noted that poverty reduction was much slower in communities which are poor and also in agriculture labourers' households.

He expressed concern over the decline in public investment in agriculture sector, which is the largest sector of the Nepalese economy and has employed about 65 percent of the country's population. "Even though the government understands the need to commercialise agriculture for raising incomes of the rural poor, the state support on research and development, infrastructure development, irrigation, fertiliser and other inputs has gone down dramatically over the years," he said.

Dr Sharma said that trade generates employment effect, raises income opportunities and thus impacts poverty reduction positively. He also noted that liberal trade regime triggers competition and forces reduction in the prices of commodities, thereby raising expenditure (consumption) capacity and positively impacting poverty reduction. Trade also raises revenue generation, which ultimately enables the government to spend more for poverty reduction programmes. However, the aforementioned channels through which trade impacts poverty are not easily established. There should be backward linkages (of industries to resources that poor own) and labour intensities in production activities (i.e. poor must be involved in production activities) for trade to impact poverty.

Since the poor lack assets and capital, live in physical isolation and lack access to emerging opportunities, they are least affected by trade. Therefore, the government must devise prudent agriculture and trade policies and announce safety nets to positively impact poverty reduction.

Referring to the falling prices of agricultural products, he said that even though prices have fallen in the post-agricultural liberalisation era benefiting the consumers, farmers have been badly hurt by rise in input prices and cheaper imports of rice from India. This is one major reason why poverty reduction in farmers' household is much slower. Besides, the minimal role of the state in diversifying and commercialising farms has left farmers disenchanted to farming.

Dr Sharma argued that utilising trade for poverty reduction in Nepal needs reorienting production structure, developing linkages (infrastructure and technological linkages) with rural resources, particularly resources owned by the poor. He also stressed for strategic state interventions to build the supply side capability and capacity of farmers. He sought more asset ownership and employment in farm in order to enable the poor to benefit from trade growth. 

Dr Sharma strongly advocated for restoration of subsidy in order to generate sufficient return/income and encourage commercialisation of agriculture. He also laid emphasis for tougher tariff policy to halt cheaper imports and more public investment and fair distribution of resources among the farming community.


Session II: Manufacturing and Poverty Reduction in Nepal
In the second session of the workshop, presenting on "Manufacturing and Poverty in Nepal", Dr Sharma said that manufacturing sector is one of the leading employment generating sectors and contributes to poverty reduction through employment generation and use of domestic raw materials.

Dr Sharma noted that the backward linkage of the Nepalese manufacturing sector was poor and most of those operate with imported input. The overall employment created by the manufacturing sector in Nepal has been low and it has not been contributing strongly to poverty reduction. 

While the major exports of the country have caught downward trend, the country has failed to build commodity-basket to maintain export growth. Even though the membership of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) has opened vistas of opportunities for the country, the Nepalese manufacturing sector suffers from constraints such as small scale of production, old technology, unskilled and less productive labour force and lack of innovation and entrepreneurial skills.

Nepal has not been able yet to identify areas of comparative advantages. It has not yet built labour intensive, natural resources based and indigenous skill related industry. As a result, industry and commerce in Nepal has not been making strong contribution to poverty reduction.

Policy reforms initially led to manufacturing output growth and created new employment opportunities. However, that trend has been reversed due to the failure in devising prudent national policies and linking trade with broader national goal of poverty reduction. Public investment in economic services has constantly gone down and in recent years, share and growth of industry has declined. Foreign direct investment coming in the country has also deteriorated in recent years.

Referring to region-wise sharing of employment, he said that only two percent of the total manufacturing employment is shared by far and mid western development regions of Nepal. Share of domestic raw materials to total raw materials has also declined from 54 percent to 34 percent. Manufacturing industry has been confined only to urban places, which has hindered the creation of market within the country as well, he said.
Dr Sharma strongly argued for the need to reform existing trade and industrial policies. He said that stronger and more favourable interventions were needed to encourage industries to move to rural areas and create wealth and market.

The participants raised a number of questions related to Indo-Nepal trade and the impacts of various trade related barriers on livelihood and poverty.

They sought answers to specific questions such as how journalists could link trade with poverty and how they could judiciously address social concerns emanating from economic constraints. 
Session III: Reporting Skills on the linkage between Trade and Poverty 

Mr Bijaya Ghimire made a presentation on "Reporting skills on the linkage between Trade and Poverty" in the second half of the business session.
Mr Ghimire shared his experience of over a decade on economic journalism and highlighted how quality and quantity of news on business and trade have been improved over the years in Nepal. 

He noted that weak trade and low economic activities were the major reasons behind high poverty prevalence in the mid and far western region of the country. Journalists could and should identify constraints that have impeded trade and industrial growth in the regions and take active steps in pinpointing those constraints to policymakers for necessary intervention, he said.

Mr Ghimire noted connectivity - both physical and communication connectivity - as one of the core issues which journalists of the region should constantly raise in order to make substantial contribution in poverty reduction.

Focusing on market activities and sharing those information was important to check wrong practices and facilitate market function in a fair way and to ensure necessary price adjustments (to do justice to consumers and also to enable producers get appropriate prices). 

Since farmers form a vulnerable and unorganised group in the country, journalists should be watchful to issues related to them and bring those to the fore immediately.

Citing that poverty is not only an economic agenda, but has strong linkages with social sectors such as education, health, gender, sanitation and access to land and work, and other fundamental rights, Mr Ghimire requested the participants not to look at any emerging issue in isolation. Rather, he suggested them to identify how one issue can impact people's socio, economic and political well being. 

Mr Ghimire also highlighted the status of Nepal's bilateral trade with South Asian neighbours and China. He also shed light on how trade integration and prudent national policy could help to reduce poverty sharply.

C.
Closing Session
The participants were keen to learn and were interactive. They thanked the organisers for inviting them to the workshop, saying that it has helped them greatly in understanding economic issues, particularly trade.

They placed queries over the possibility of organising similar type of workshop in the region in the near future. They stressed that the journalists working at district level needed more of such trainings and workshops. 
Mr Sharma of Pro Public thanked the participants for their attendance and sincere participation in the workshop. He informed them that Pro Public would be organising similar workshop in the eastern region in the near future.
Mr Ghimire also expressed the possibility of SEJON organising and coordinating training workshops on economic issues in the region in future as well.

Annex 1
List of Participants

	Resource Persons

	1
	Dr Shiva Sharma
	National Labour Academy

	Kathmandu

	2
	Mr Bijaya Ghimire


	Society of Economic Journalists of Nepal
	Kathmandu

	
	
	
	

	Participants

	1
	Mr Arjun Subedi


	Naya Samacharpatra Daily                                     
	Banke

	2
	Mr Basant Sharma
   

	Nispakshya Dhwani Daily
	Banke

	3
	Mr Bibek Khadka
    
	Radio Sworgadwari FM
	Dang

	4
	Mr Bimal Yogi

    
	Madhya Paschim FM
	Dang

	5
	Mr Chaman Dhital


	Gorakchhya Daily
	Dang

	6
	Mr Chitrang Thapa


	Kantipur Daily

	Kanchanpur

	7
	Mr D R Joshi



	Hotline Fortnightly
	Kailali

	8
	Mr Damodar Bhusal
	Pyuthan Samachar



	Pyuthan

	9
	Mr Deepak Bhandari
	Image TV/ Muktinath FM


	Pyuthan

	10
	Mr Deepak Sharma
    

	Naya Samrachana Daily
	Banke

	11
	Mr Durga Lal KC
    

	Naya Yugbodh Daily



	Dang

	12
	Mr Durga Rokaya


	Madhya Paschim Daily
	Banke

	13
	Mr Ganesh Kumar Karki    
	Lokmanch Daily



	Surkhet

	14
	Mr Ganesh Oli
	Gaunghar Weekly



	Dang

	15
	Mr Gopindra Budha Magar

	Hamro Samachar Daily
	Banke

	16
	Mr Govinda Pd Sharma

	Radio Bheri Awaj FM

	Banke

	17
	Mr Hemanta G C
	Radio Bheri Awaj



	Banke

	18
	Mr J Pandey

    
	Kantipur Daily

	Banke

	19
	Mr Janak Nepal
	Kantipur Daily




	Banke

	20
	Mr Jayanarayan Shah


	Nepalgunj Times Daily

	Banke

	21
	Mr Jyoti Kumar Panthi
	Gorkhapatra Daily


           
	Bardiya

	22
	Mr Kamal Panthi
	Kantipur Daily



	Bardiya

	23
	Mr Krishna Adhikari


	Channel Nepal

	Banke


	24
	Mr Kumar Shrestha


	Naya Samrachana Daily


	Banke

	25
	Mr Laxman Tiwari


	Rajdhani Daily

	Kanchanpur

	26
	Mr Lila Adhikari


	Radio Bheri Awaj
	Banke

	27
	Mr Mohan Budaair
	Kantipur Daily




	Kailali

	28
	Mr Mohan KC
	Pyuthan Samachar



	Pyuthan 

	29
	Mr Motilal Poudel
	Kantipur Daily


	Surkhet

	30
	Mr Muskan Singh
	Kantipur Television



	Kanchanpur

	31
	Mr Narendra Thapa
    
           
	
	Banke

	32
	Mr Numraj Khanal 
    

	Kantipur Daily
	Pyuthan

	33
	Mr Prabhat Devkota
	Satya Patra




	Banke

	34
	Mr Purna Rai



	Pro Public
	Banke

	35
	Mr R D Pandit


	Shree Nepal Times
	Kailali

	36
	Mr Rajendra Bhatta
    
	Himalaya Times/ Paschim Nepal Dai

	Kanchanpur

	37
	Mr Rameshwor Bohora   
	Rajdhani Daily / Himal Khabarpatrika                 
	Banke

	38
	Mr Roshan Puri               
	Radio Bageshwori FM                                          
	Banke

	39
	Mr Rudra Subedi


	Madhya Paschim Daily
	Banke

	40
	Mr Santosh Regmi


	Radio Nepal 



	Banke

	41
	Mr Shrawan Deuba

           
	Seti Samachar Daily
	Kailali

	42
	Mr Sudarshan Rijal
	Kantipur Daily




	Dang

	43
	Mr Surendra Kafle

    
	Annapurna Post
	Banke

	44
	Mr Surendra Mani Tripathi
	Radio Nepal



	Surkhet

	45
	Mr Thakur Singh Tharu

	Madhya Paschim Daily

	Banke

	46
	Mr TS Thakuri

    

	Nepal Samacharpatra Daily
	Banke

	47
	Mr Tula Ram Pandey
    
	Kantipur Daily

	Kalikot

	48
	Mr Yam K Kandel

    
	Kankrebihar Daily
	Surkhet

	49
	Ms Bimala Pandey

   
	Nepal Samacharpatra Daily
	Pyuthan

	50
	Ms Chhabi K Kandel (Rita)
	Bulbule FM
	Surkhet

	51
	Ms Kamala Tiwari


	Bheri FM 



	Banke

	52
	Ms Rupa Gahatraj


	Madhya Paschim Sandesh

	Banke

	53
	Ms Sita Bohora



	Good Governance Monthly
	Banke

	54
	Ms Smriti Giri



	Radio Bageshwori FM
	Banke

	55
	Ms Srijana Acharya


	Radio Bheri Awaj FM

	Banke

	56
	Ms Tila Bhandari

   
	Kankrebihar Daily
	Surkhet

	57
	Ms Uma Thapa Magar


	Pro Public
	Banke

	
	
	
	

	Organisers

	1
	Mr Puspa Sharma
	Pro Public


	Kathmandu

	2
	Mr Prakash Ghimire


	Pro Public



	Kathmandu

	3
	Mr Manoj Thapa
	Pro Public

	Kathmandu

	4
	Mr Saroj Kafle



	SEJON
	Kathmandu

	5
	Mr Milan Mani Sharma

	SEJON
	Kathmandu



Annex 2
Programme Schedule

8:30am-9:00am
Breakfast

9:00am - 9:30am
Welcome, introduction and objectives of the workshop

9:30am - 11:30am
Linkage between agriculture trade and poverty reduction in Nepal: Past experience and future course 
Resource person: Dr Shiva Sharma, General Secretary, National Labour Academy Nepal                     


11:30am – 12:00nooon
Tea Break

12:00noon – 02:00pm
Linkage between non agriculture trade and poverty reduction: Past experience and future course 
Resource Person: Dr Shiva Sharma, General Secretary, National Labour Academy Nepal                     
02:00pm - 03:00pm
Lunch

03:00pm - 5:00pm
Linking trade and poverty in news reporting
Resource person:  Mr Bijaya Ghimire, President, Society of Economic Journalists of Nepal

05:00pm-05:30pm  
      Closing Session
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